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PREACHING, TEACHING AND REACHING NOV 2025
THROUGH THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST

We enter into the month of November ... the month that includes Thanksgiving. And yes, it does lead us
to an intentional time of thanks-giving. But, having said that, it always amazes me that we even need the
‘urging’ in order to get around to focusing on, thinking about, and remembering those things for which we
are thankful.

Scripture tends to point us to the need to always be thankful. The Apostle Paul is good at reminding us
of this ...

“... giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Ephesians 5:20

“... give thanks in all circumstances ...” 1 Thessalonians 5:18a

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving ...”
Philippians 4.6

And, on and on we could go ...

Looking back to the end of October — and moving forward — | just think of those things for which | am
thankful.

| am thankful for Reformation Sunday (Oct. 26™), not only because I'm Lutheran, but because of what that
day reminds all of us — the power of God’s Word, and the realization that it is not about what we do but
rather, what God already has done — and does — for us. And this year we celebrated by giving a Bible to
our third graders ... helping to fulfill the baptismal promise of “placing in their hands, the Holy Scriptures.”
So too, on that day, we installed our Sunday School teachers ... giving thanks for their willingness to share
their faith and teach our young people about the love of God.

I am thankful for All Saints’ and remembering those saints who have gone before us — their witness and
example of life lived in Christ. | give thanks for those new saints who join us through the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism ... and the life and service we live and carry out together.

Thanksgiving itself helps me to think about those specific things for which | am thankful ... for family ...
for a loving congregation and the prayer and encouragement that is offered through daily service

together ... for support of colleagues in ministry ... for the joy of ministry ... and for the God who
empowers all of us to be the Church of Christ in this community and beyond.

For what or whom are you thankful? Send a card to someone — make a phone call — let them know.
Join us on Thanksgiving Eve (Wednesday, November 26" @ 7 pm) for an evening of Praise and Pie.
We gather in worship to praise and give thanks to God ... but then stay for a piece of pie (or 2 ...) and
enjoy some time of fellowship together.

So many reasons to be thankful, and so we say ... THANKS BE TO GOD!!

+ Pastor Dave
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MISSION QUILT GROUP

If you would like to sew quilt tops together please
B T speak with Nancy Ostwald, Diane
. McCarthy or call the church
office. Thanks to all who gather
once a month to put quilts
together for folks in need all over

the world.

November 18" at 10am

Would you like to knit or crochet a
prayer shawl for someone in need of
healing or comfort? Contact the
church office for a pattern and
instructions.

St. Thomas
Together Lifting Children
Ministry Program

TLC confidentially provides new clothing,
winter-wear and hygiene items to
Cheboygan area students in need as
identified by school personnel.

36 orders filled since Sept 2025

Thank you to all who support the TLC
ministry program through donations,
memorials, prayer and service!

Please remember our local students in your
prayers +

ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY
“Serving Others, Serving Christ”

Food Distribution to Cheboygan
County

w Food Distribution Hours «
Monday 10:00 am to Noon

Inside client choice distribution
Monday 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Outside drive-thru distribution

The Pantry serves families in Cheboygan County in
need of food supplements. God Bless our volunteers!
Feeding America Teams stock the Pantry Mondays &
Fridays, between 9am-Noon

There is a box for
donations of non-
perishable food items at the
back of the church. Food
donations can be dropped
of Mon-Fri on the table in
the entrance to the parish
ed unit.

Cereal, meals that folks can heat up with a microwave
(for those who live in hotel rooms), canned meals with
pull tops, pasta & sauce, canned meats...these are just
a few ideas...all donations are gratefully accepted.

Welcome Bags
White “Welcome Bags” are @
available on the table at the

back of the church for our
first-time guests at worship!

If you meet a first-time guest on Sunday,
please share a Welcome Bag with them!

church balcony.

HANDBELL CHOIR

Our handbell choir IS a great way to "make a joyful noise unto the Lord"” and enhance the
worship experience. Curious? Speak to Handbell Director Ann Douglas or call the church
office: 231-627-3167. Handbell practice takes place every Wednesday at 5:30 pm in the
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SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 am and 10:30 am in-person worship
8:00 am Live-Stream ~ worship online

ST. THOMAS WEBSITE: www.stthomas-elca.org
FACEBOOK: search for: @StThomasCheboyganMI
YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com Search “St. Thomas Cheboygan”

SUNDAY LESSONS
NOV 2 Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31

NOV 9 Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 17:1-9; 2; Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38
NOV 16 Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13: Luke 21:5-19

NOV 23 Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46: Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
NOV 30 Isaiah 2:1-5: Psalm 122: Romans 13:11-14: Matthew 24:36-44

Ay
SBOS SUNDAY SCHOOL
/1\
| I 9:15am in the upper level Sunday school classrooms
N\ Students age 4 through 6" grade
are invited to learn and grow in God’s love!
e e
LEARN & GROW All Are Welcome ~ Bring A Friend!

NOISY OFFERING

The Sunday School would like to thank all who share their spare change with the Noisy
Offerings on the 3™ Sunday each month! Your pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters help in our
mission to support “God’s Global Barnyard” through which we purchase farm animals, crops,
water access and education to help folks in need move toward living sustainable lives.

~Small change makes a BIG change in the lives of others~

Collected in October: $ 200 ..... THANK YOU!
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o MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Meet at St. Thomas-bring your coffee!
2" and 4™ Wednesdays of each month 8:30-9:30 am

BIBLE STUDY

OCTOBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

PROJECTOR/livestream

8AM projector 10:30 AM projector SAM
cameras/livestream
Nov 2 Elizabeth Kyle Marie
Nov 9 Marie Bill Ann
Nov 16 Angie Adele Mike
Nov 23 Elizabeth Kari Marie
Nov 30 Ann Barb Marie
READERS/ASSISTANTS
8:00 AM 10:30 AM TEAM MTGS
Nov 2 Julie Deanna Worship & Music
Nov 9 Mike Jerry Nov 4" at 3:30pm
Nov 16 Ann Barb . )
Nov 26 7pm Char Thanksgiving Eve farish fﬁgfgggl
GREETERS Evangelism/
8:00 AM 10:30 AM Stewardship
Nov 2 Dick & Brenda Pollex Rhonda Finn Nov 20" at 6pm
Nov 9 Carol Spray Pat Robydek
Nov 16 Bernie & Karen Schramm Linda Krause
Nov 23 Bunny Bohn Bob & Diane McCarthy
Nov 30 Piper Duvall Karen Valot
ALTAR GUILD

Cheryl /Communion Marie /Paraments

LADIES BUNCH FOR LUNCH )

Next Gathering: November 11™ at Noon at Mulligans Restaurant (_/S)a
All ladies are welcome to gather for Christian fellowship at this monthly lunch. -
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:00 am & *5:30pm
10:30 am 10am-Noon *3:30pm Handbell *9:00 am
Holy 4-5:30 pm Worship & Choir Feeding
Communion Pantry Open Music Team *6:30pm America
*9:15 Mtg AlAnon Team
Sunday Parish Ed Unit
School
ALL SAINTS
9 10 1 12 14
8:00 am & *Noon *8:30 am
10:30 am 10am-Noon Bunch for Men'’s Bible *9:00 am
Holy 4-5:30 pm Lunch at Study Feeding
Communion [ Pantry Open [ Mulligans *5:30pm America
*9:15 . Handbell Team
Sunday 7_pm . Choir
School Friendship *6 pm Parish

Circle Ed Team Mtg
*6:30pm
AlAnon
Parish Ed Unit
16 17 18 19 20 21
8:00 am & 10am-Noon *10am *5:30pm *6:00 pm
10:30 am 4-5:30 pm Quilting Bee Handbell Evangelism/ | 9:00 am
Service of Pantry Open *5:30 pm Choir Stewardship j§ Feeding
the Word Church *6:30pm Team Mtg America
*9:15 Council Mtg AlAnon Team
Sunday Parish Ed Unit
School
*Noisy
Offering
23 24 26 27 28
8:00 am & 10am-Noon *8:30am
10:30 am 4-5:30 pm Men’s Bible Praise God 9:00 am
Holy Pantry Open Study from Whom J Feeding
Communion *5:30pm All Blessing [ America
*9:15 Handbell Flow Team
Sunday Choir Church
School *6:30pm Offices Church
CHRIST THE AlAnon Closed Offices
KING SUN Parish Ed Unit | Happy Closed
*7pm Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving
Eve Praise &
Pies
30
8:00 am &
10:30 am
Communion
Service
*9:15
Sunday
School
ADVENT
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JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER
Hebrews 13:8

ALTAR FLOWERS ¥

1. Sign up on the wall chart at the back of the church to donate flowers for the altar in memory of a
loved one or in honor of a special date

2. Call your florist to order flowers (florist must use our vase liners available in kitchen if flowers will be in
gold vases)

3. Call the church office or write on the back of your green card wording for bulletin
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FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
All women are invited to this gathering for fellowship and Bible study. We meet on the second
Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.
The NEXT gathering is November 10* at 7:00 pm Hostess: Kathy S
Location To Be Announced
Chapter 3: “Discovering God’s Goodness”

Praise and Pies

Our 2" Annual “Praise and Pies” will take place on
Wednesday, November 26! We will gather for
Thanksgiving Eve worship at 7:00 pm and then all are
invited to enjoy a variety of pies and fellowship following
worship.

I’s not too early to start thinking about sharing your
favorite pie! Sign up to donate a pie on the table in the
Fellowship Room
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY: NOVEMBER 2™

On this day we will remember those who have gone on before us in the past
year since last All Saints and also recognize our “new saints” who have been
received into the Kingdom of God through Holy Baptism in the past year.
Families will be invited to come forward to light a candle in memory or in
honor of their loved one at either service.
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ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30™

November 30™ marks the beginning of a new “church year”.
The Advent season is a time of waiting for our Savior’s birth
and a time to pause and examine our hearts.

Derived from the Latin word “adventus,” the word advent
means “arrival” or “coming. The Advent wreath is a reminder
of the hope, joy, peace and love that is Jesus. The lighting of
the candles on the Advent wreath is an important tradition
during Advent. Each week, an additional candle is lit to
symbolize the increasing anticipation and preparation for the
arrival of Jesus. The light from the candles represents the
light of Christ coming into the world. When the wait is over,
we light the large Christ candle at the center of the wreath
and celebrate at Christmas!
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BUDGET MEETING
NOTICE

The Annual Budget Meeting of the
Congregation will take place on Sunday,
November 9*

at 9:30 am, between worship services.

All active voting members are encouraged to
attend to vote on the proposed budget

for 2026.

FROM PASTOR DAVE...

As I enter into the month of November,
I find many reasons to be thankful.
Especially at this time I thank the
Church Council and also the people of
St. Thomas, for your thoughtfulness
during Clergy Appreciation month.
Again, from the congregation, a gift
certificate for a stay on Mackinac Island.
For Sandy and myself, it is a wonderful
opportunity to just ‘get away’ for a time
of nourishment and renewal in God’s
creation. So, too, for congregation
members who remembered us with
cards and gifts, we are truly thankful.
We are truly blessed to be serving with
you at St. Thomas, and within the
Cheboygan community. THANK YOU!

Commitment Sunday:
November 9"

In addition to our budget approval meeting, you
are encouraged to make a twofold commitment
to the Lord’s work at St. Thomas. The
Evangelism-Stewardship team along with the
Church Council is requesting your commitment.

We are asking you to prayerfully commit to two
things:

one, financial and two, personal involvement.
Please consider our financial needs and your
ability “as you are able” to commit to further our
efforts financially. This is not a specific dollar
amount commitment but rather to do the best
“as you are able”.

Second, and just as important, we are asking
you to consider becoming personally involved
in a church activity. Again, according to your
ability and interest. Remember, God has given
each of us a talent to be used in His service.

You are encouraged to fill out and return a
Commitment indication that will be included in
the proposed budget for 2026 that will be mailed
to voting members prior to the budget meeting
on November 9". Returning this Commitment
will indicate your willingness to help financially
and if you choose to become personally involved
in one of the church’s activities which are listed
on the Commitment.

Please return your Commitment by placing it in
the offering plate preferably on Commitment
Sunday November 9™ (or thereafter if unable to
attend).

Thank you ~ Evangelism & Stewardship Team

giving.

BUILDING FUND PROJECTS UPDATE

Our fundraising for the sanctuary air conditioning and parking lot
update is ongoing. The A/C cost will total $25,000 and the parking
lot $44,000. Please check out the display board on the table at the
back of the church for progress. Thank you to everyone for their
generosity in giving. As of this writing we are at 64% of our goal -
God has surely blessed this effort, thank you for your continued




