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PREACHING, TEACHING AND REACHING DEC 2025
THROUGH THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST

As Christmas draws near, our thoughts naturally turn to gifts. We make lists,
plan surprises, and wrap our love in ribbons and bows. Giving is one of the great
joys of the season—it connects us to others and reminds us of what matters
most. But beyond the presents under the tree lies a deeper truth: Christmas
began with the most extraordinary gift of all—the gift of Jesus Christ.

Through Him, God gave us grace, redemption, and hope. His birth was the
beginning of a story that continues to transform lives today. The love that
entered the world that night in Bethlehem wasn’t meant to be admired from a
distance; it was meant to be shared, multiplied, and lived out through us.

When we give of ourselves—our time, our prayers, our attention—we mirror the
generosity of our Savior. A simple word of encouragement can lift a weary heart.
A quiet act of service can remind someone they’re seen and loved. Even small
gestures, done in love, can reflect the light of Christ in a world that often feels
dim.

Each of us has been given spiritual gifts, unique ways God works through us to
bless others. Some teach, some comfort, some serve, some lead. This season
offers countless opportunities to use those gifts for His glory. Whether through
volunteering, offering a listening ear, or sharing what we have with someone in
need, every act of giving becomes a reflection of God’s own heart.

As we celebrate Christmas, may we remember that the best gifts cannot be
wrapped or purchased. They are the moments when we give of ourselves, when
we extend grace, when we let Christ’s love shine through us. In doing so, we
become living reminders of the greatest gift ever given—the gift that keeps on
giving.

This Christmas, may our giving and receiving both point back to the One who
gave us everything. And may we continue Preaching, Teaching, and Reaching
through the love of Jesus Christ, so that Christ’s light shines not just during this
season, but throughout the whole year to come.

Sharing the gift that keeps on giving, and wishing all a Blessed Christmas!

+ Pastor Dave
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MISSION QUILT GROUP

If you would like to sew quilt tops together please
B T speak with Nancy Ostwald, Diane
. McCarthy or call the church
office. Thanks to all who gather
once a month to put quilts
together for folks in need all over

the world.

December 16™ at 10am

Would you like to knit or crochet a
prayer shawl for someone in need of
healing or comfort? Contact the
church office for a pattern and
instructions.

St. Thomas
Together Lifting Children
Ministry Program

TLC confidentially provides new clothing,
winter-wear and hygiene items to
Cheboygan area students in need as
identified by school personnel.

73 orders filled since Sept 2025

Thank you to all who support the TLC
ministry program through donations,
memorials, prayer and service!

Please remember our local students in your
prayers +

ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY
“Serving Others, Serving Christ”

Food Distribution to Cheboygan
County

w Food Distribution Hours «
Monday 10:00 am to Noon

Inside client choice distribution
Monday 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Outside drive-thru distribution

The Pantry serves families in Cheboygan County in
need of food supplements. God Bless our volunteers!
Feeding America Teams stock the Pantry Mondays &
Fridays, between 9am-Noon

There is a box for
donations of non-
perishable food items at the
back of the church. Food
donations can be dropped
of Mon-Fri on the table in
the entrance to the parish
ed unit.

Welcome Bags

White “Welcome Bags”
are available on the table
at the back of the church

for our first-time guests
at worship!

If you meet a first-time guest on
Sunday, please share a Welcome Bag
with them!

church balcony.

HANDBELL CHOIR

Our handbell choir IS a great way to "make a joyful noise unto the Lord"” and enhance the
worship experience. Curious? Speak to Handbell Director Ann Douglas or call the church
office: 231-627-3167. Handbell practice takes place every Wednesday at 5:30 pm in the



mailto:st_thomas@sbcglobal.net

PREACHING, TEACHING AND REACHING St. Thomas Lutheran Church
THROUGH THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST DEC 2025 NEWS

SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 am and 10:30 am in-person worship
8:00 am Live-Stream ~ worship online

ST. THOMAS WEBSITE: www.stthomas-elca.org
FACEBOOK: search for: @StThomasCheboyganMI
YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com Search “St. Thomas Cheboygan”

SUNDAY LESSONS
DEC 7 Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

DEC 14  |saiah 35:1-10: Psalm 146:5-10: James 5:7-10: Matthew 11:2-11
DEC 21 Isaiah 7:10-16: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19: Romans 1:1-7: Matthew 1:18-25

DEC 28 |saiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148: Hebrews 2:10-18: Matthew 2:13-23

== SUNDAY SCHOOL

| 9:15am in the upper level Sunday school classrooms
N / Students age 4 through 6" grade
P

are invited to learn and grow in God’s love!

LEARN & GROW All Are Welcome ~ Bring A Friend!

** December 28" = Christmas Break**

NOISY OFFERING

The Sunday School would like to thank all who share their spare change with the Noisy
Offerings on the 3™ Sunday each month! Your pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters help in our
mission to support “God’s Global Barnyard” through which we purchase farm animals, crops,
water access and education to help folks in need move toward living sustainable lives.

~Small change makes a BIG change in the lives of others~

Collected in November: $ 195 ..... THANK YOU!
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o MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Meet at St. Thomas-bring your coffee!
2" and 4" Wednesdays of each month 8:30-9:30 am

BIBLE STUDY

DECEMBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

PROJECTOR/livestream

8AM projector 10:30 AM projector SAM
cameras/livestream
Dec 7 Elizabeth Dinner Kyle Valot Marie Douglas
Dec 14 Marie Douglas Bill Suitor Ann Douglas
Dec 21 Angie Duvall Adele Schulz Mike Duvall
Dec 28 Barb Kaye Marie Douglas
TEAM MTGS
GREETERS . .
8:00 AM 10:30 AM Iorship & ,1\34(‘)1;;1‘;
Dec 7 Shelli France Helen Ford '
Dec 14 Chad & Susan Radka Jerry Oomen Parish Education
Dec 21 Char Haapapuro Valot Family Dec 10™ at 6pm
Dec 28 Kathy Lieder Rick & Kim Melching .
Evangelism/
Stewardship
ALTAR GUILD Dec 18" at 6pm
Cheryl Heiny/Communion Marie Douglas/Paraments, Flowers

Love Came Down at Christmas

Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the world?
stronger than hate,

stronger than evil,

stronger than death -

and that the blessed life
which began in Bethlehem
thousands of years ago

is the image and brightness
of the Eternal Love?

Then you can keep Christmas.

Henry Van Dyke
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DECEMBER 2025
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
*5:30pm
10am-Noon *3:30pm Handbell *9:00 am
4-5:30 pm Worship & Choir Feeding
Pantry Open Music Team *6:30pm America
Mtg AlAnon Team
7 8 9 10 12
8:00 am & *Noon *8:30 am
10:30 am 10am-Noon Bunch for Men’s Bible
Holy 4-5:30 pm Lunch at Study Feeding
Communion | Pantry Open |} Mulligans *5:30pm America
*9:15 Handbell Choir Team
Sunday *6 pm Parish
School Ed Team Mtg
*6:30pm
AlAnon
Parish Ed Unit
14 15 16 17 18 19
8:00 am & 10am-Noon *10am *5:30pm *6:00 pm
10:30 am 4-5:30 pm Quilting Bee Handbell Evangelism/ f 9:00 am
Holy Pantry Open [ *5:30 pm Choir Stewardship | Feeding
Communion Church *6:30pm Team Mtg America
19:15 *6pm Council Mtg | AlAnon Team
Sunday Friendship Parish Ed Unit
School Circle
*Sun School
Christmas
Message at
10:30 am
21 22 24 25 26
8:00 am & 10am-Noon *8:30am
10:30 am 4-5:30 pm Men’s Bible 9:00 am
Holy Pantry Open Study Church Feeding
Communion *Christmas [ Offices America
*9:15 Eve /f\;/osed Team
Sunda Worship erry
Schooly 4:30 pm Christmas! Church
*Noisy 7:00 pm Offices
Offering 9:00 pm Closed
*6:30pm
AlAnon
Parish Ed Unit
28 29 31
8:00 am & 10am-Noon *5:30pm
10:30 am 4-5:30 pm Handbell
Lessons & Pantry Open Choir
Caro_ls *6:30pm
Service AlAnon
"9:15 Parish Ed Unit
Sun Sch New Years Eve
Break
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FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
Christmas Gathering
Monday, December 15" at 6:00 pm
at Mulligans Restaurant

LADIES BUNCH FOR LUNCH

Next Gathering: Tuesday, December 9" at Noon at Mulligans Restaurant
All ladies are welcome to gather for Christian fellowship
at this monthly lunch.

ADVENT: Let Us Prepare Our Hearts!

November 30™ marked the beginning of a new “church year”.
The Advent season is a time of waiting for our Savior’s birth and
a time to pause and examine our hearts.

Derived from the Latin word “adventus,” the word advent means
“arrival” or “coming. The Advent wreath is a reminder of the
hope, joy, peace and love that is Jesus. The lighting of the
candles on the Advent wreath is an important tradition during
Advent. Each week, an additional candle is lit to symbolize the
increasing anticipation and preparation for the arrival of Jesus.
The light from the candles represents the light of Christ coming
into the world. When the wait is over, we light the large Christ
candle at the center of the wreath and celebrate at Christmas!

BUILDING FUND PROJECTS UPDATE

Our fundraising for the sanctuary air conditioning and parking lot
update is ongoing. The A/C cost will total $25,000 and the parking
lot $44,000. Please check out the display board on the table at the
back of the church for progress. Thank you to everyone for their
generosity in giving. As of this writing we are at 65% of our goal -
God has surely blessed this effort, thank you for your continued
giving.
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GRAB A YARD SIGN ON SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 7™ AT CHURCH TO
INVITE THE COMMUNITY TO
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP AT
ST. THOMAS!

(After Christmas, please return all signs to
St. Thomas to use next year)

Oh Gome Lat Lhs Adore FCim

Christmas Eve, December 24" , will be a time to rejoice ~ invite your
neighbors, relatives and friends who may not have a church home or are
visiting this holiday to come celebrate the birth of our Savior.

All are welcome.

RS
%f\

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

Wednesday, December 24"

4:30 pm
Children’s Message
7:00 pm
candlelight
9:00 pm
candlelight



PREACHING, TEACHING AND REACHING
THROUGH THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST

St. Thomas Lutheran Church
DEC 2025 NEWS

JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER

Hebrews 13:8

ALTAR FLOWERS %

1. Sign up on the wall chart at the back of the church to donate flowers for the altar in
memory of a loved one or in honor of a special date
2. Call your florist to order flowers (florist must use our vase liners available in kitchen if
flowers will be in gold vases)
3. Call the church office or write on the back of your green card wording for bulletin

R R R R X

OUR STUDENTS WILL PRESENT A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
AT THE 10:30 am SERVICE ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14™

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,

which is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11

LESSONS & CAROLS
SERVICE
Sunday, December 28"

Worship with familiar
Christmas hymns and scripture
throughout the service at 8:00

am and 10:30 am

*Merty Christmas

Sk The St. Thomas STAFF
would like to wish everyone

a blessed and peaceful
holiday season!

2 Dave  Choryt
L %/%/Aﬂ /0%

RIGGSVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE

December 20" at 6:00 pm

The St. Thomas Food Pantry will be receiving
monetary and food donations from parade goers!
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing—but why?
at Christmas did you ever wonder what
. . . AN
all the joyous singing was about? N—{)M
It certainly couldn't have been for Jesus.
Leaving the glory of heaven to inhabit a body that would get tired and

hurt from a hard day working in the carpenter shop wasn't a reason far joy.
Then to preach the message he'd been sent to communicate not only to have
the majority of folks not believe him but to crucify him for it—

no, the singing wasn't for Jesus.

It probably wasn't for the angels themselves.

It would give them no joy to watch for the next 33 years the incredible wonder of the
Creator of the universe playing with little kids, speaking to the storm and quieting it like
a child, watching him restore sight and wholeness to the hurting and life itself to a friend
who had died and to have all that love rejected. No, the angels weren't singing for themselves.

I think the angels were singing for us.

The celebration was because they knew Jesus was the true connection between people and God.
They knew Jesus could quiet that empty place in each heart that God created and only He can fill.
They knew Jesus came to earth to bridge the gap between God and man by his death on the cross.
That's why we have Christmas and the angels sang.

Their song is for you if you know Jesus.

if not, if the place is your heart is still empty and without Jesus, this year consider filling it with him. But think
carefully first. Though salvation in Jesus is a free gift, it isn't one without cost. You get it free, but Jesus died to
give it to you. Also, if you accept Jesus' gift of salvation, know He takes it very seriously and you won't ever be
the same. A new life will start in you, the very life of God. If you want God's gift in all His fullness, chances are
that He might ask for some changes in your life to make room for new things He'll want to bring in. Don't be
afraid; you won't be losing out. You'll be gaining a whole way of life that will be more satisfying than you can
imagine. You'll want to read the Bible; you'll want to talk to God in prayer; you'll want to go to a church and
meet other members of your new family of God. You'll want to grow spiritualty and become all your Creator
meant for you to be. It can be scary. You'll be under new management, but whatever you might be tightly
clutching now will seem no more important to you than it does to a child who gladly sets aside a toy tricycle
when he realizes his parents have a real bicycle for him.

The first Christmas began with a glorious song from angels, but the song isn't over.

Did you know the angels want to sing for you?
The Bible tells us that the angels today sing for joy whenever someone accepts the greatest gift of all—Jesus. If
you want that gift, wherever you are, out loud or in your heart, say something like this to him:

Dear Jesus,

 want the gift you want to give me. | want to be connected with my God this Christmas. 1 knew that I'm not. | know
there are things in my life, my sin, my pride, and even some of my good deeds that | thought could take me to God,
but Lknow enmy own | won't make it. | realize Jesus came to earth that first Christmas to do what | could not do—to
die for me, so | can live with you. [ don't understand it all, but | want to ask you anyway to come into my life, to be my
Savior, to be with me now and forever. Help me to learn what | need to learn and to grow and live a life that will be
pleasing to you. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, listen quietly.
The angels are singing—you may not hear them with your ears, but a song of joy that will never end has begun

in your heart.
by Yvon Frehn, Bible803



